THE PHOENIX SINGERS 

of 

SHREWSBURY

The Phoenix Singers love to sing great works and small, accompanied and unaccompanied, at home and abroad, but always aiming at a high standard. They have built up their reputation across the county, and well beyond, over half a century. They all enjoy the challenge of being an important link in the musical chain of, currently, 40 committed singers.


Auditions are short, and not daunting, but they ensure that each singer has something extra to add to the ensemble. The repertoire has to be seen to be believed: the Phoenix Library has more than 200 items which can be hired out by other choirs, ranging from plainsong to Hindemith, and from Bach Masses to pieces commissioned for the choir from Sally Beamish and Richard Lloyd. The peak of this creative endeavour was the Phoenix Choral Composition Competition 2010-11 which not only attracted entries from 37 contestants from the UK, but also from around the world, including the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, USA, Malta, Poland, France, Switzerland and New Zealand. The winner, Owain Park from Henleaze, Bristol is striding on, making a national name for himself as a composer of note.


The choir is blessed with at least four major church venues in the town, all very different in architecture, acoustic and atmosphere. St Chad’s was the obvious choice for Tallis’ 40-part Spem in alium in 2000, with its gallery divided classically into spaces for 8 choirs.  On November 5th 2011 Monteverdi Vespers provided their special fireworks from around the church, with the sackbuts and theorbo of the 18th Century Sinfonia and English Cornett and Sackbut Ensemble and echoing tenor soloists coming from unexpected corners. Wrekin Brass, guided by Peter Clowes, has joined Phoenix Singers there in many joyous Christmas Carol Concerts. 


St Mary’s has hosted a great variety of concerts with the Phoenix Singers as the main focus. The sounds of Poulenc and Byrd motets alongside carol accompaniments by the Montford Handbell Ringers and the Shrewsbury Consort of Recorders resonate well in there. These concerts have been enjoyed equally by lovers of English church music, European choral music, and passing Christmas shoppers wanting to join in a carol. The number of different languages the choir has sung in, which may well exceed the number of fingers on two hands, is testimony to the range of sacred and secular music that it performs.


The Abbey gives the space for the Phoenix Orchestra to join the choir in major works. On one occasion, most memorably, CALICHE, a South American folk group, tumbled out of the local pub, after watching a World Cup football match, in order to join in the second half of an exhilarating Latin American music concert. The Choir also looks forward to singing in St Alkmund’s, with its stained glass windows and solar panels in the summer of 2012.


Then there are the tours – to Zutphen, to Moscow; to Budapest, Provence and Krakow, to name but a few - but always staying with families and forming long-lasting friendships: sharing music. Participation at music and other artistic festivals have included visits to Hay-on-Wye, and the Festival of Musique et Nature in the French Alps. A side feature of the choir is its delight in gastronomy, and sociability, and sight-seeing – matters which are taken as being nearly as important a personal credential as the capacity for harmony.

The challenges for Phoenix in the future are to maintain and develop its identity and following; to attract new - and preferably young voices; and above all to keep the flames of music-making and appreciation burning.
We rehearse on Thursday evenings 7.30-9.30pm in Shrewsbury.
